Fall/Winter
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Happy
Autumn!
Sep 22nd
through
Dec 20th

2018 and 2019 Seminar Updates
By: Tammy Wuertley, ACP
1st Vice-President
LAW’s 2018 Fall Seminar was
held this year in Deadwood,
South Dakota, at the Creekside
Convention Center, located next
to the Deadwood Gulch Gaming
Resort.
On Friday afternoon, Rena
Hymans, a Sturgis attorney
presented
on
effective
interviewing techniques and
gaining information from your
client. Dave Wolfskill and Pat
McManus,
both
private
investigators, discussed what
methods and tools they utilize
when obtaining facts and
evidence in both criminal and
civil cases. Eric Nies, a South
Dakota attorney also licensed in
Wyoming spoke about the
Elective Share process in
Wyoming.
On Saturday morning, Charles
Abourezk, a well-known author,
attorney, and tribal court judge,
discussed the connection between
psychology and trial practice, and
Wallace Trembath ended the
seminar with an informative
presentation on Wyoming city
government law.

Board of Directors
No social event was planned for
Friday night, because…well, we
were in Deadwood! Oktoberfest
was happening that weekend, and
Deadwood is known for its
western-themed
restaurants,
museums, casinos and much
more. For more information on
the City of Deadwood, visit
www.deadwood.org.
Save the date!! We are also in
the planning stages of our 2019
Spring Seminar and Annual
meeting, which will be held April
26-27, 2019, in Saratoga,
Wyoming! The seminar itself
will take place Friday afternoon
and Saturday morning at the
Platte Valley Community Center,
with a block of rooms reserved at
the Saratoga Hot Springs Resort.
If you know of anyone who
would like to speak at this
seminar, have ideas on topics
you’d like to hear about, or if you
would like to help with planning,
please be sure to contact me at
twuertley@wpdn.net
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A Message from WYLAP
(Wyoming Lawyer Assistance Program)
Paralegals and Legal Assistants,
According to a Johns Hopkins University study of more than 100 occupations, researchers found that
lawyers lead the nation with the highest incidence of depression. According to the Centers for Disease
Control, lawyers rank 4th in suicides. And the American Bar Association estimates that 15% – 20% of
all U.S. lawyers suffer from alcoholism or substance abuse.
The Wyoming State Bar launched the Wyoming Lawyer Assistance Program (WyLAP) in July 2014 to
address the growing concern of lawyers struggling with these issues and more. Since its inception, the
program has helped numerous lawyers—ranging from getting the lawyer the treatment he/she needs to
simple life coaching sessions.
Legal assistants are on the front lines and work more closely with attorneys than anyone else; therefore,
it is important to the Bar that you are aware of the program. WyLAP offers confidential assistance in the
following areas:
•
•
•
•

Alcohol and Drug Abuse
Prescription Drug Problems
Anxiety, Stress and Burn-Out
Depression

Jack Speight, a Wyoming trial attorney, volunteers as WyLAP’s Director. Jack can be reached at (307)
996-6834. Please do not hesitate to call if you know a lawyer who may benefit from the program’s
confidential assistance. He can also be reached by e-mail at jspeight@wylap.org. Again, all calls and emails are strictly confidential. Jack does not disclose the identity of callers to anyone, including the
lawyer in need of assistance.
There is also a WyLAP Foundation which provides grants to Wyoming lawyers who need financial help
in order to obtain the addiction or mental health treatment they need. CLICK HERE for more
information.
Lastly, we want to provide you with a list of “look fors” when it comes to signs and symptoms of a
possible impairment issue:
• Are they isolating from friends, coworkers, activities?
• Has their performance decreased?
• Are there problems with meeting deadlines?
• Has their mood changed, become unpredictable, irritable, depressed?
• Has their appearance changed, do they appear disheveled, unkempt, hair not brushed, clothes
wrinkled?
• Are there complaints from clients or coworkers?
• Are they coming in later and leaving earlier; taking longer lunches, not returning from lunch?
• Do they have a strong alcohol or mouthwash odor on their breath, eyes watery, slurring their words?
WyLAP is available to help. It’s one confidential phone call away.
Please don’t hesitate to make the call - (307) 996-6834.
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NEW CERTIFIED PARALEGALS!
Congratulations to Wyoming’s newest Certified
Paralegals! These paralegals took, and passed,
the newly revised NALA CLA/CP Exam!

~Mark Ensor, CP
~Candace Adamson, CP
~Holly Hills, CP
Enjoy your new credentials, you earned them!

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
Attend the Thirteenth Annual National Paralegal Summit webinar hosted by
AAPI. The webinar is set for Thursday, November 15, 2018 from Noon
to 3 PM (Eastern Time). 3 CLE credit hours available, including one hour
of ethics. $35 for AAPI members, $65 for non-members. Register online at
www.aapipara.org.

LUNCH & LEARN (FREE!)
Thursday, November 29th - 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
Lenhart Mason & Associates
900 Werner Court, Suite 200, Casper, WY
Private Family Trust Companies
1.5 hours CLE credit available.
Lunch is provided! RSVP to Britney Hanneman at bhanneman@wyotrust.com
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MEET THE LAW BOARD
Ashley Barkley, CP
President
I am a Wyoming Native currently employed as a
paralegal with Chapman, Valdez & Lansing in
Casper. My family and I moved back to Wyoming
from Colorado about three and a half years ago.
In the time that I have
been back I have had
the privilege of
working in a variety
of roles at my current
firm
including
receptionist,
legal
secretary and for the
last
two
years
paralegal.
Interestingly
enough, before I
finished college I
started as a runner
at the firm so it
feels like home.
I earned my Associates Degree in Paralegal Studies
in 2010, and went on to complete my
Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice in
2012. Just after graduation I moved to
Colorado to be closer to family and
consider the possibility of law school.
After much thought it was my conclusion
that focusing on my family and using the
degrees I already possess was the best
option for me.
My family includes my amazing husband
Josh, and our three boys, Ivan (11), Roan
(almost 5), and Otto (almost 2). Josh and I
stay busy trying to keep up with our boys and
their activities; visit our geographically
scattered family members; and on occasion,
squeeze in a date night (if we’re lucky).
I am excited to be part of the LAW board again
this year. I am hoping to continue to expand on
my professional network and really get to know some
of the amazing paralegals in this state.
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Barbara Heisner, CP
President Elect
After graduating with distinction from Casper College
with my Associate of Arts in Paralegal Studies in May
2015, I became a Certified Paralegal in March 2016.
I
have
worked
as
a
legal
secretary/paralegal for Kyle Ridgeway
and Craig Silva at Williams, Porter, Day
& Neville, P.C. in Casper, Wyoming
since November 2014. My previous legal
work experience includes working as a
legal assistant at Rochelle Law Offices,
P.C. in Casper.
While attending Casper College, I
participated in the Casper College Legal
Services program, assisting in pro bono
work. I was also a member of Phi Theta
Kappa. In 2016, I became a member of the
first Casper College chapter of Lambda
Epsilon Chi, the National Honor Society
in Paralegal/Legal Assistant Studies.
I was born in Casper,
Wyoming and have lived in
Wyoming my whole life. I
am passionate about the
fine and performing arts,
an active member in the
Casper Municipal Band
and a teacher and dancer
at Beating Heart Dance
Studio. I love traveling,
the beach, spending
time with my friends
and family, and dogs. I
am an avid, die-hard
St. Louis Cardinals
fan.
I am happy to continue serving on
the Board of LAW (thank you to all our members for
putting me in this role), and look forward to fun times
with other fellow Wyoming paralegals!

MEET THE LAW BOARD
Tammy Wuertley, ACP
1st Vice President
I moved to Casper, Wyoming in 2007. I was born and
raised in Muskegon, Michigan. I attended Baker
College in Muskegon, Michigan,
earning my Associate’s Degree in
Paralegal Studies and a Bachelor’s
Degree in Business Administration.
While in Michigan I worked in many
different law firms, as well as for the
legal department of a corporate real
estate development firm that had more
than 500 employees. The attorney I
worked for was in Chicago, and I
never met him face-to-face. We
communicated by phone and email
only during the entire five years I
worked there.
When I first moved to Casper, I
worked as the office administrator and
marketing assistant at Equity Brokers, a real estate
firm, handling a lot of the advertising, as well as
assisting with the preparation of purchase agreements
and related sales documents. In 2008, I took the real
estate exam and obtained my real estate license. I
tried this out for about a year, realizing that sales and
commission-only paychecks were not my things. So,
I returned to the legal field, and worked as a paralegal
for Michael Shickich from 2009 until 2012. After
that, I worked as a paralegal for a couple of years at
Chapman Valdez & Lansing, specializing in personal
injury, and am now employed at Williams, Porter,
Day & Neville, working mainly for Ryan Schwartz
and Amy Iberlin along with a few other attorneys,
doing a little bit of everything.
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I earned my CP in 2011 and my ACP in personal
injury/automobile accidents in 2012. I am currently
working on my ACP designation in Family Law.
I have served on the
LAW Board in various
positions since 2010 as the NALA Liaison,
two terms as FirstVice President, and as
President.
I
am
currently serving as the
First Vice-President,
which will make it the
third time I’ve held this
position. I think our
seminar in Deadwood
went well, and was so
much fun. I am excited
about our seminar in
Saratoga next spring.
Personally, I am married to Adam, a Wyoming
native and we will celebrate our 9th anniversary this
year. We live northeast of Casper on our 80-acre
“ranch” with our four dogs (Jed, Sadie, Riley and
Lola), fourteen chickens, and our foster-turnedadoptive kitty, Olivia. We hope to get goats next
spring. I have volunteered as a CASA and my
husband and I just became certified foster parents.
In my “free” time, I enjoy walking, yoga, fourwheeling, camping, traveling and enjoying time with
family and friends.

MEET THE LAW BOARD
Rhonda Hoadley, ACP
2nd Vice President
I’m Rhonda Hoadley, ACP, your
Second Vice President for the 20182019 year. Thank you for electing me
for another year on our Board of
Directors. I just hit my 20th
anniversary as a paralegal, and I still
learn something new every day. I
enjoy my job at the Laramie County
District Attorney’s Office, as a
paralegal in the juvenile sector.
When I’m not working, I enjoy
spending time outdoors with my
family, and doing various crafts. I
expect this will change now that my
first grandchild has arrived.

Annette Sause, CP
Secretary
Hello, LAW!
I was born and raised in New Jersey, and have lived in Colorado
and New York. I met my husband in 2004 and we decided to
move to his hometown, Casper, in 2008. I graduated Casper
College’s Paralegal Program last year with a 4.0. While in the
program, I served as LAW’s student liaison, and was honored to
receive LAW’s 2016 Outstanding Student Award. I was
inducted into Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, and began the
legwork for creating a brand-new chapter of Lambda Epsilon Chi
Paralegal Honor Society at Casper College. It was amazing to
have had a part in the creation of Wyoming’s first and only
chapter of LEX, and to become a charter member. In 2017, I
received LAW’s Future CP Attainment Award.
I am an ordained minister and have officiated 150+ weddings
over the years. My clients trust me to write and perform custom,
legally binding ceremonies. Especially during wedding season,
you can find me researching, writing ceremonies, at consultations
with clients, at rehearsals, filling out paperwork, calming brides
(and/or grooms!), fetching forgotten items at the last minute, and
a million other unforeseen tasks. I don’t have many free
weekends, but I wouldn’t trade it. It is one of the happiest, most
exciting, and most fulfilling jobs in the world. Additionally, I
currently work part time for Mary Kubichek, J.D., director of
Casper College’s paralegal program.
My husband Josh and I have two children: Paili Jean (9), and
Ollie Dean (6). We love spending time as a family outdoors:
camping in the Shirley and Bighorn Mountains, fishing at
Pathfinder Reservoir, and gold panning/gem hunting in our
“secret” spots. We love to travel, explore, and try new things.
I am excited to jump in and serve. Here’s to a great year, LAW!
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MEET THE LAW BOARD
Wendy Trembath
Treasurer 2017-2019
I was born and raised in Colorado. I earned a B.S. in
Broadcast Journalism in 1991 from the University of
Colorado at Boulder. I met my husband, Wallace, at
college. We got married in Guam, USA in 1992 and
lived there until 1995. I worked as a radio and TV
news anchor, reporter and
producer for KUAM-Island
News.
When we came back from
Guam, I landed a job as an
anchor and reporter for KSL
TV/Radio. A few years later,
we moved to Portland, Oregon,
and lived there a few years.
Then, Wallace applied to law
school at the University of
Oregon in Eugene and we lived
there for about 8 years during and
after law school. I worked for a
property management company,
and this is where I was first
exposed to legal concepts and
“terms of art.”
In 2005, we moved to Casper and
Wallace opened his own law firm. As a new
attorney, he needed a paralegal to assist him. That’s
when the next chapter in my career began. While
working full-time for Wallace’s firm, I attended the
Casper College Paralegal Program part-time until I
graduated with my Post-Baccalaureate Paralegal
Certificate in May 2008. I passed my CLA/CP Exam
in July 2008.
The law firm did well, but in 2007 Wallace took a
full-time position at the City of Casper Attorney’s
Office, which meant I was out of a job. Wanting to
stick with my new paralegal career, I worked for R.
Michael Shickich at the Injury Law Firm – a
plaintiff’s personal injury firm – from 2007 until
2015.
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Then I “switched sides” and moved to my current
position at Williams, Porter, Day & Neville.
Knowing someone who worked at the firm was a key
to getting the job at WPDN. (I met Shannon
Rezanina, a top-notch paralegal and this year’s
NALA Liaison, through LAW.)
I have benefitted in many other ways from my
membership in Legal Assistants of
Wyoming. I won the Outstanding
Student scholarship in 2007, and won
the CLA/CP Attainment scholarship
in 2008. I am grateful for the many
high-quality, yet inexpensive CLE
opportunities offered through
LAW, which have helped me
maintain my CP certification. I
really enjoyed the Fall Seminar in
Deadwood, South Dakota,
especially because my husband,
Wallace, was one of the
speakers!
I have served on several
committees over the years. I
have chaired the Awards
Committee and the Website
Committee for many years. I
was LAW’s Secretary in 2014-2015. Now, I am in
my second year as Treasurer, and have enjoyed the
challenge of learning how to manage LAW’s
finances. I am honored to serve on the Board with
such skilled and intelligent paralegals.
Wallace and I love to travel. We both grew up
downhill skiing, and we have recently taken up
cross-country skiing as well. We whitewater kayak
on the rivers of Wyoming and Colorado (mostly).
We scuba dive when we can get to an ocean. When
we are not parachuting, bungee-jumping, rollercoastering, or doing some other adrenaline-packed
activity, we enjoy watching Broncos games with our
cat, Oliver, and serving as pre-marital mentors at our
church. I also perform often in my church’s
musicals, skits and choral productions.

MEET THE LAW BOARD
Shannon Rezanina, ACP
NALA Liaison
I have worked at Williams, Porter, Day & Neville for 12 years.
I graduated from the Paralegal Program at Casper College in 2005 and
obtained my CP in 2006. I am currently working on my bachelor’s
degree in Psychology.
I have received my ACP in Discovery, Trial Practice, Individual Medical
Liability, and Personal Injury. I have been a member of Legal Assistants
of Wyoming since approximately 2002.
I am a member of NALA and am honored to be your NALA Liaison this
year. During the NALA convention the new President Jill Francisco asked
me if I would like to be on the Continuing Education Committee (CEC). So
I am super excited about that!!
I am looking for NALA members who would like to be featured in our Member Profile section of Facts &
Findings, so please send me an email if you are interested! I am also looking for attorneys or paralegal would
like to write an article to submit to Facts & Findings!
Tricia Lovelace, CP
Region 3 Director
I am a Wyoming native and am
currently employed as a Production
Analyst for Titan Exploration.
Prior to my position with Titan I
spent nearly 3 years as the sole
paralegal for the Casper branch of
the Attorney General’s Office. I
am excited to serve as your
Region 3 Director this year.
I earned my Associates Degree in
Paralegal Studies in 2013 and received my CP
in July of 2014. I spent two years with a private
practice firm doing mostly criminal defense work
before my time with the AG’s office.
My family includes my wonderful husband, Nick,
our two amazing children, Cuinn (15) and Bryn (10),
three dogs, Shamrock, Belle, and King, a cat,
Snickers, and a rabbit named Eggsy. I am a devoted
JrROTC and dance Mom and our kids certainly keep
us busy!
8|P a g e

In my “other life” I am an
actress and have done
many shows both at
Casper College and Stage
III. Most recently I
played the lead in Stage
III’s production of The
Effect of Gamma Rays on
Man-in-the-Moon
Marigolds and was also
featured as Io in the
Theatre of the Poor/Stage
III co-production of
Prometheus which was
performed in conjunction
with last years’ Eclipse Fest. Other notable roles
include Agnes in Agnes of God, Hester Prynne in
Scarlett Letter and Stella in A Streetcar Named
Desire.
I have a number of fun social events in mind for this
year but I am always open to suggestions. If you
have any ideas for fun things to do please email
tricia5489@gmail.com. I look forward to getting to
know all of you!

MEET THE LAW BOARD
Kathy Lackey
Region 4 Director
I graduated in 1991 from the University of Wyoming with a degree in
Secondary German Education, but as can often happen life took a few
unexpected turns and I found myself working at the (then) Natrona
County Court as a clerk for a few years. After a couple other detours my
family landed in Cheyenne and I worked for the Fitzgerald Law Firm
for several years as a legal assistant. In 2015 I began working at
Woodhouse Roden Nethercott, LLC and now work primarily as the
paralegal for Gay Woodhouse.
My husband and I have a combined his/hers family which currently
consists of 5 daughters/1 son-in-law/1 granddaughter and 1 dog. We
still have two busy teenagers at home which means much of our
“spare” time involves chauffeuring girls to/from
school/practices/events and so on.
I also serve as the Youth Director at my church. Somehow dealing with other people’s teenagers is much easier
than dealing with my own! Certainly life is not dull.
We love the chance to spend rare evenings on our couch together for family movie nights. Occasionally I
manage to enjoy running 5ks and reading for pleasure.
It’s an honor to serve L.A.W. as the Region IV director. I am excited for what this next year has to offer.
Kapri Scoffield
Student Liaison
I was born and raised in Casper, Wyoming. I have three children who keep me
on my toes; Taylen, Maci and Trevyn. I am also licensed to do hair and wax
here in Wyoming.
I currently work as an Administrative Assistant and the PAI Coordinator at
Legal Aid of Wyoming. I am enrolled full time in the Paralegal Program at
Casper College, and I plan to sit for the Certified Paralegal Exam once I
graduate. I’m earning my Bachelor's Degree in Criminal Justice. I enjoy
family law and bankruptcy, but criminal defense has my heart. I am excited
to be a part of this organization and meet some of the wonderful Paralegals
in our state
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REGIONAL NEWS
Region 4
Brown Bag Luncheons
By: Kathy Lackey

Region 4 is having fun getting together each month for our Brown Bag Luncheons. We enjoy discussing the
happenings of LAW and NALA, as well as what is going on locally. Our Region 4 Brown Bag Lunches are held
on the second Wednesday of each month at noon in the Laramie County Courthouse Atrium. We invite any
paralegal to join us and we encourage you to invite a co-worker as well. Our next luncheon will be November
14, 2018.
In early October we hosted our second Lunch and Learn CLE lead by attorney Joanne Sweeney from Woodhouse
Roden Nethercott, LLC. Ms. Sweeney’s topic was “Trick or Treat: The Evolution of Marijuana Edibles Law in
Wyoming.” The presentation was well-attended both locally, and by teleconference.
Region 4 plans to hold its Christmas luncheon on the 2nd Wednesday in December. Our charity focus, once again,
will be Toys for Tots. Stay tuned for more information and an invite to sign up to bring a dish to share.

Region 3
Regional Events
By: Tricia Lovelace

“Excuse me? Are you looking at me? Did you
rub my lamp? Did you wake me up? Did you
bring me here? And all of a sudden you’re
walkin’ out on me? I don’t think so. Not right
now. You’re gettin’ your wishes, so sit down!”

Did that grab your
attention? I hope so,
because I’d like to talk about something semi-serious
with you Region 3 paralegals. Attendance.
Attendance always seems to be the biggest struggle
with our social events, but I am hoping that I can
turn that around this year! I have given this lots of
thought and have been doing some serious
brainstorming trying to come up with awesome, fun
events that people will want to attend. Some ideas
that I have come up with so far are:
• Bowling Night
• Artisan Alley
• Karaoke Night
• Scavenger Hunt – family friendly
• Attending a dinner theater/live theater
performance
• Firepit & Wine in my backyard
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~ Genie, Aladdin ~

I would also like to look in to
revisiting some of Tammy’s
ideas from last year like possibly having a
murder mystery party and, of course, the
community service. Participating in Jason’s
Friends always seems to be a big draw so I
imagine that is something we will continue.

Our first social event will be a karaoke night at The
Office on Saturday, November 17th so mark your
calendars and plan to attend! I am currently in the
planning stages of the Region 3 LAW Christmas Party.
I am very excited to share that this year’s party will be
taking place at a new venue and it will be later in the
month than usual. We are always looking for
volunteers, so if you would like to help with the party
planning please let me know!
I would love to see both old and new faces at these
events, if you have any suggestions for some fun
activities please email me at tricia5489@gmail.com.

FALL SEMINAR HIGHLIGHTS
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FALL SEMINAR HIGHLIGHTS
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LAW FINANCIAL BRIEF
By Wendy Trembath
INCOME
The sponsorship drive began in September, and the Board revamped the sponsorship benefits slightly to see if
more firms and attorneys could be encouraged to contribute, and/or contribute at higher levels than in years
past. So far, we have not received nearly the number of sponsorships that we have in recent years. The Board
is trying to figure out a solution, and continues to encourage firms and attorneys to sponsor LAW. If your
firm/attorney has not sponsored LAW this year, please let them know that we are still accepting sponsorships,
and they can still get a lot of benefits from their sponsorship dollars! (Please give them the menu and
registration form at the end of this newsletter outlining the 2018-2019 sponsorship levels and benefits.)
LAW is still a little short on membership dues for the year at this point. About 85% of the budgeted
membership revenue has been collected so far. Generally, the balance of the membership dues comes in when
we open registration for the Spring Seminar. Registrations for the Fall Seminar in Deadwood were down, but
the expenses also were well under-budget. We collected more than we spent on the Fall Seminar. Our first
CLE for the year brought in about $130.
EXPENSES
As was budgeted, the fee for LAW’s website and membership management platform through WildApricot
increased on September 12th to $1080 per year. Because LAW is a long-term customer, WildApricot gave a
10% discount, so the annual price would have been $972 for the year, but the Board voted to take advantage of
an optional 15% savings for paying a year in advance. This discount brought the price down to $918 per year
for two years, which is an overall savings of $324 from the original, one-year price. The pre-paid second year
will show up as an asset in LAW’s financials for next year.
NALA Liaison Shannon Rezanina attended the NALA Convention in July, and came in about $150 underbudget.
The Board decided to purchase two new LAW
banners for various events. Nix Signs has been
working on improving the quality/resolution of
the LAW logo, so that it can be expanded to
large formats without the quality of the logo
diminishing. When they are done, one banner
will be kept by the Region 4 Director in
Cheyenne, and the other by the Region 3
Director in Casper.

SAVE THE DATE
The Spring Seminar will be
held in Saratoga, WY on
April 26-27, 2019. More
information and official
event details coming soon.
13 | P a g e

PLAN TO ATTEND
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In Case You Missed It… CASPER PARADE DAY
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In Case You Missed It… CASPER PARADE DAY
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SPONSORSHIP
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SPONSORSHIP
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